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sary to make some additions to the original mode of
presenting it to the reader, and have consequently con-
structed three tables,, in the first of which I have strictly
followed the Japanese arrangement, with the addition of a
number to the primary character of each series, of which
there are forty-three. I have also added a column giving
the first years of the several epochs against the corre-
sponding secondary characters, those of the second
monarchs being distinguished, as in the original table, by
having a circle round them. The second table consists of
the primary characters only, the numbers of which are in
accordance with those in the first table, to which by these
means it forms a key, and thus the corresponding primary
character is readily found when required. The third of
these tables consists simply of the dates of the commence-
ment of each epoch, arranged chronologically, so that the
duration of any one of them can at once be ascertained,
a small circle over the year being employed to designate
those of the second monarchs.
Having only a very slight acquaintance with the Japa-
nese language, I am unable to give the names of the
several monarchs adopting these epochs, neither can I
supply the designations of the Nen-go, a circumstance I
much regret.
I may add a few words explanatory of the mode of
using these Tables. Having ascertained the Nen-go on
a coin, find the primary or leading character in Table 2.
Under the corresponding number in Table 1 that character
will be found, and beneath it the various secondary cha-
racters with which it is combined to form the Nen-go,
among which that sought for will occur, with the year of
the commencement of the epoch against it. A reference
to Table 3 will at once give the duration of that epoch, and

